Sermon (ME) (Eph 5:31-32)
Introduction
Good evening everyone! My name is Ki Min, I am Andrew’s Uncle! It is a special honor and pleasure for me to preside over this wedding.  
We are all here today because of our love for Andrew and Sharon.  We all came here to shower these two with love, gifts, encouragement and to enjoy the fellowship as we celebrate the joining together of two people, two lives, who were, until this moment, lived individually. And because of our love for them, we’re also here as witnesses and supporters of their commitment, with great hopes that this marriage will flourish.   This is my hope. 
Ultimate Purpose
So considering this, in order for marriage to flourish, you must know its design and its purpose, and then align your relationship to that purpose. And looking at scripture, you find that the ultimate purpose of marriage is not to bring you happiness or fulfillment, it’s not to give you a companion or a soulmate, it’s not even to build strong families, though those things are blessings that we experience in marriage, but the ultimate purpose of marriage is TO BE A PICTURE OF THE GOSPEL, or the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 




Passage - How Marriage Illustrates Christ
So, I‘m going to talk about how marriage illustrates our savior Jesus Christ, and we’ll start by looking at Ephesians 5:31-32. 
31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 
First, Marriage is the Crowning event of creation story
Now you may have noticed that, in these verses, the author of Ephesians quotes from Genesis chapter 2, the same passage Jonah read a few minutes ago. Now those first two chapters of Genesis describe the beginning of creation. Chapter 1 describes the creation of heaven and earth. And the pinnacle moment of the chapter comes when God creates Man, or humanity, male and female in God’s image. Then chapter 2 zooms in on the creation of the Man and the woman. And the pinnacle moment of chapter 2 is when God brings the woman to the man for them to be united as one flesh. Therefore, the crowning event of the creation story is the union, or the marriage, of man and woman. 

Second, Marriage illustrates the union of Christ and his bride - the Church
But, we know that the passage in Genesis was meant to lay down a principle for the institution of marriage because, in Genesis, the man Adam doesn’t have a mother and father. So fast forward to Ephesians, Paul takes that principle and clarifies the ultimate meaning and purpose. This passage is helping us to see that marriage is meant to point us to something greater than just a relationship between a man and a woman. Paul says that that verse in Genesis refers to Christ and the church! This union between Adam and Eve, and every marriage since then, is meant to illustrate God’s plan of redemption for His people. It’s meant to illustrate the union of Jesus Christ and his bride - THE CHURCH.  
Third, Marriage metaphor is pinnacle of creation and redemption story
To open the ceremony today, I read from Revelation 19:9, where  it says, “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  
The marriage of the Lamb, refers to Jesus Christ, and is the climax of the biblical story. Marriage supper/wedding of the Lamb, marks the end Human History, ruled by sin and death, and the beginning of the New Human History,  ruled by Christ and God’s people! 
God Frames, the entirety of human history, from the beginning of creation from Genesis to near the end in Revelation,  around this beautiful metaphor of “Marriage”. 
Just as the marriage of the man and woman was the PINNACLE event of creation in Genesis, the marriage of Christ and his bride is the PINNACLE event of God’s plan of redemption.  End caped by these two events, the rest of scripture is a love story, between the Jesus, the bridegroom, and his extravagant and lavish love of God for his bride, the extreme length Jesus goes to, save his bride, his people.
This takes us to Jesus and his Gospel. Scripture teaches that Jesus is truly 100% God and truly 100% man. The God of the Bible is one God, one in essence, yet exists in three persons. The second person of this Triune God, known as the Word of God, and Son of God, is Jesus. Jesus in his God Divine Nature, created everything, Everything was created by him, through him and for him. Jesus in his Human Nature, in a sense he LEFT his rightful place on the throne of heaven and took on human flesh as the Christ, the anointed messiah and Savior of Mankind, in order to unite himself with, or CLEAVE to, his people. Jesus loved his bride so much that he literally became a part of creation in order to become one with his church. But in order to truly become one with his people, He had to first reconcile us to God by giving up his life to take the punishment we deserve because of our sin. 
GOSPEL
And this is the heart of the gospel message, the good news of salvation offered to us in Christ. God is the holy and righteous, all powerful creator and judge of all things. He created mankind to love and worship him and experience the blessings and joy of his love and goodness, yet we’ve rebelled against him by choosing to serve ourselves rather than our creator. All people have disobeyed God’s law and therefore deserve death as a consequence, Not just physical death in our bodies, but spiritual death, separated from the loving presence of God for all eternity. BUT, because of his love for us, God sent his Son Jesus into the World to live a perfect, sinless life of obedience and become the perfect sacrifice, the only sacrifice, that could atone for our sin. He died on the cross, taking the punishment that we deserve, and became our substitute. 
Imagine you are in the court of law.  Imagine that you the broke a law.  Judge after reviewing you case says, yup, you are Guilty and now fine must be paid.  The fine is so high, you can not pay.  But someone who loves you, pays your fine.  So before the court of law, though you are guilty, but because your fine has been paid, the Judge can legally dismiss you case and let you go!
This is what happened on that cross.  You sinned against a holy God by breaking one, many or all of his commandants, lying, stealing, lusting, blaspheming the very God that Made You. Before the Holy Judge, you are guilty and you must pay the fine of death for your rebellion against God. But Jesus, because of the immensity of his Love for you, He dies in your place, paying your fine of death.  Because of what Jesus has done on that cross, dying and paying for your sins, past, present and future, God can now legally dismiss the case of death against you, and offer you eternal life with him, as his Born Again Child of God, His Bride to be, so that you can love and reign with him in the new creation forever and ever.
It is not a mistake that you are here. Today, right now, if trust in him as your Lord and Savior, and believe that Jesus took your sin on himself and gave you his righteousness so that you might be united with Him, on that wedding day, Jesus promises you eternal life with him.  So  turn from their old way of life, and believe and trust in Christ for salvation, and you will indeed have this gift of eternal life.
For those of you here who HAVE NOT BELIEVED in this good news, I encourage you to consider that NOTHING ELSE in this world can save you from the judgment that is coming . But you CAN BE SAVED, TODAY, if you would TURN from your rebellion and TRUST in Christ EVEN NOW. 

Also, for those of you here who ARE married - whether for a few months or many years - BUT you’re struggling in your relationship, and you feel like your marriage is heading toward its breaking point, I want you to KNOW that this gospel message is not just for the distant future, but is the foundation of our confidence in every area of life, and it’s the foundation for a healthy marriage. So, I want to encourage you that there is HOPE. RUN to Christ, TRUST in his LOVE and GRACE, and RELY on his STRENGTH to PERSEVERE.  
So it’s this good news that makes the marriage covenant such a holy and solemn thing. Scripture says that Jesus made a new covenant with his people sealed with the blood he shed on the cross, to fulfill these redemption promises. And our marriages are a reflection of this grand story! 



Practical implications of leaving and cleaving
But to bring it back to the point I started with here in terms of leaving and cleaving, Andrew and Sharon, You two are leaving behind your old way of life in order to start a new micro-illustration of Christ’s amazing love for his church. This is why this covenant that you’re entering into takes priority over any previous familial relationship or any previous friendship. Of course, this doesn’t mean that you cut off your other relationships, it just means that now all your other relationships need to be pursued with a renewed vision. No longer prioritizing what EITHER ONE of you want or need, but what BOTH of you, TOGETHER, have decided is most faithful.
Wedding and Marriage marks the start of a new institution. You are starting a new family, and we pray that by God’s grace you will not only multiply with many many little Andrews and Sharons running around in due time, but ALSO be fruitful in spiritual blessings as you strive for faithfulness in the way you image God, by loving God, loving one another, and loving your neighbors, by always working and advancing mankind through our service.  
Second - way of relating to each other - sacrificial love/submission
The second practical way that marriage points us to Christ and Church, is how you relate to each other as Husband and Wife. 
For the husbands, it is loving your wives sacrificially, just as Christ did in giving up his life for the Church.
For the wives, it is submitting to their own husbands, just as faithful Church only submits to words of Christ alone. 

So, Andrew, remember that sacrificial love, means daily dying to self of your wants and your desires, always putting the needs of your family over your personal preferences. That means doing the hard work of rejecting passivity, leading courageously, always initiating and always improving, always communicating and always setting healthy boundaries  in such a way to promote the flourishing of your family. 
And Sharon, willing submission means encouraging Andrews leadership as he seeks to  promote the flourishing of your family.  That means always responding in loving communication, encouraging and  informing and using all the resources you have, to promote life, joy, memories, beauty and faithfulness. 
Andrew, it means that when the days are long, you should be the last to sleep, when times are hard, you should be working the hardest to get your family through them. When life is uncertain, you should be taking the risk and leading with faith, and when reconciliation is needed, you lead in humbling yourself to be the first to forgive or ask for forgiveness. 
Sharon, it means that when days are long you should be ready to stay up the latest, when times are hard you should work the hardest to serve. When life is uncertain, you need to stand firm in the faith, and when reconciliation is needed, you be the quickest to forgive and ask for forgiveness. 

100/100 Marriage
And you might be scratching your head thinking, “wait, that sounds kinda similar, who’s first? What?” —--YES, that’s the point. Marriage is not a contract, but a covenant.  In a contract, it is I will do this, and you will that, it is 50/50 proposition. In a covenant,  Marriage requires both to give 100 percent at all times, regardless of what the other person does. Because there will be times when one of you can’t give whatever the other thinks is 50%. Contract marriages will always ends in failure, because divorce will be an option when the times get tough. Marriage based on covenant, is a promise made to God and to your spouse to always give 100%, until death do you part.    
So…Don’t keep a record of the other’s sins and weaknesses, and don’t keep a record of your own good works, either.  Learn each other’s gifts and strengths, and find Joy in THEM, and encourage one another in them. In that way, Sharon you will make it a joy for Andrew to lead, and Andrew, you will make it safe and freeing for Sharon to follow. 

Third - Future Hope
The third way marriage points us to Christ is in our FUTURE HOPE. As I discussed before, this marriage is just an illustration. We’re looking forward to a GREATER AND BETTER MARRIAGE.  For Born Again Christians, everything that happens here on earth, from birth, singlehood to marriage, then married with children, is God’s training program, each stage increasing in complexity to prepare you, to be with Jesus and to rule with him as his helper to oversee the complexities of his creation, to ultimately satisfy the purpose of creation, which is to Glorify the God who Made the Heavens and Earth. 

   So, always remember that your new life and flourishing comes from the gospel of God’s grace through the power of the Holy Spirit. So the best thing you can do for one another is to encourage each other to seek to know Christ more and more. 
Be a part of a church
Also remember, you will only be successful in these things if you are fully engaged in a local church. The Church is God’s means of declaring the gospel, of making disciples, of growing us in spiritual maturity, and bearing spiritual fruit in our lives. You can only model Christ and his Church if you are following Christ and part of His church.   

Conclusion
So, to conclude, Andrew and Sharon, let your marriage cause you to trust in God’s mercy and forgiveness through Christ, to lean on the Holy Spirit as you strive to model Christ, and to look forward to our eternal hope in Christ along with His Bride. 
LET’S PRAY
Gracious FATHER,
How wonderful is your Love and your grace and your mercy that you have shown us in Christ. 
We thank you for the gift of salvation through the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus, and for the gift of marriage as an illustration of the gospel in the union of Christ and the Church. 

Oh Lord, would you cause your love and blessing to abound to Andrew and Sharon. 
Cause their love for one another and their union to be centered on your Word and to be pleasing to you.
In Jesus name we pray. Amen


